
A family that enjoys a combination of travel and history will most certainly enjoy a visit to the 

"Plymouth Plantation", which overlooks the Massachusetts coastland not far from where the pil-

grims first landed.  But the trip to this historic spot is not as adventurous as that of those first fami-

lies to set foot on the New World shores.  They found themselves fighting for their very lives. 

 

The Pilgrim's principal harvest that first winter was struggling not to die.  Expecting the warmer 

weather of Virginia, weakened by two months' confinement in the hold of the "Mayflower," they 

landed in wintry New England in the middle of December.  Only three married couples survived 

that first winter.  Of eighteen wives, only five remained alive.  The children fared better than their 

parents, but only because their mothers had often made the supreme sacrifice on their behalf.  In 

short, only half of the ship's original roster still lived at the time of the first Thanksgiving meal. 
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When we picture the Thanksgiving meal of the Pil-

grims we think of a great store of food surrounding a 

group of festive people.  But it was just the opposite.  

The first feast was essentially an act of Thanksgiving 

for a little bread in place of none, for a slim hold on 

life in place of no life, for a little hope in the face of a 

hard and uncertain future.  Remember, the pilgrim 

didn't own the Mayflower.  They chartered the ship 

and all its supplies from the English.  It would take a 

long time to pay them off, and it was only years later 

that Governor Bradford could at last write to a friend 

that they "never felt the sweetness of the country till 

this year." 

 

Perhaps you would expect to hear from me, "in com-

parison to all this poverty and hardships of the Pil-

grims, you ought to be grateful for all that you have."  
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But, in fact, well-being and afflu-

ence do not inspire gratitude.  Af-

fluence of itself doesn't produce 

gratitude.  Affluence often produc-

es attitudes just the opposite of 

gratitude.  We can see the fruits of 

affluence in our nation wherever 

we turn.  Because our nation has so 

much more than many nations of 

our world you would think that 

America would contain a host of 

people overflowing with the spirit 

of gratitude.  Instead, we see a na-

tion characterized more by a mood 

of anxiety and uneasiness. 

 

Just having things doesn't produce 

gratitude.  It doesn't speak to indi-

viduals personally.  For instance, if 

we say that we should be thankful 

for our countries' great affluence 

what does that mean to a man who 

is unemployed with a family to 

feed?  What does this mean to a 

young person, who having graduat-

ed, can't find his first job? 

 

We can talk about general health 

conditions compared to those of 

the pilgrim in their hardship years.  

But when health quickly ebbs 

away, as it so often does, what 

happens to thankfulness?  Perhaps 

death doesn't reign in our communi-

ty like it did for the pilgrims, but of 

what comfort is that when their is a 

chair that remains unoccupied?  

What happens to thankfulness then? 

 

Furthermore affluence can lead to 

the fear that what one has may be 

lost.  The more a man has, the more 

he can want and the more he can 

become anxious or disturbed by the 

thought of losing it.  Who of us will 

deny that much can be possessed 

while at the same time the center of 

life can remain void and barren ex-

cept for fear? 

 

Objectively observing the reactions 

of people to the blessings they have 

makes it clearly evident that grati-

tude does not come from what we 

have but arises out of what we are. 

 

Whether life consists of prosperity 

or hard times, the Christian heart 

finds an unending supply of grati-

tude in the unchanging love of God.  

The Christian knows that His life 

here and life here after are secured 

by the death and resurrection of Je-

sus Christ.  St. Paul knew where the 

source of thankfulness lies.  He 

wrote, "Not that I complain of 

want; for I have learned, in what-

ever state I am, to be content...in 

any and all circumstances I have 

learned the secret of facing plenty 

and hunger, abundance and want.  

I can do all things in Him who 

strengthens me." 

 

The spirit of gratitude does not 

come from a recitation of how you 

are in a more healthy or wealthy 

position than others.  Gratitude 

doesn't originate from what you 

have but from what you are.  What 

you are ultimately rests on the 

assurance of God's steadfast love 

for you.  His love has come down 

for you and the world in the gift of 

His Son Jesus Christ for the salva-

tion of all. 

Almighty and ever-faithful Lord, gratefully acknowledging Your mercy and 
humbly admitting our need,  we pledge our trust in You and each oth-
er.  Filled with desire,  we respond to Your call for stewardship by shaping 
our lives in imitation of Christ.  We profess that the call requires us to be 
stewards of Your gifts.  As stewards, we receive Your gifts gratefully,  cher-
ish and tend them in a responsible manner,  share them in practice and love 
with others,  and return them with increase to the Lord.  We pledge to our 
ongoing formation as stewards  and our responsibility to call others to that 
same endeavor.  Almighty and ever-faithful God, it is our fer-
vent hope and prayer  that You who have begun this good work in us will 
bring it to fulfillment in Jesus Christ, our Lord. Amen. 
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Evangelism: Speaking to oth-
ers about God.  Prayer: 
Speaking to God about others. 
 
Acts 2: 42 : “The fellowship 
of the believers devoted them-
selves to the apostles teaching 
and to the fellowship, to the 
breaking of bread and to 
PRAYER.” 
 
With our prayers, God works 
through us. Jesus set us an 
example to pray. It was His 
habit to go to a solitary place 
to pray, sometimes spending 
all night in prayer. If Jesus, 
being the Son of God, needed 
to spend so much time in 
prayer , how much more do 
we need to spend time with 
God.  
 
St. Paul, in Colossians 4:2-6 
tells us: “Devote yourselves 
in prayer, being watchful and 
thankful. Pray for us too, that 
God may open a door for our 
message, so that we may pro-
claim the mystery of Christ, 
for which I am in chains. 
Pray that I may proclaim it 
clearly, as I should. Be wise 
in the way you act toward 
outsiders; make  the most of 

every opportunity. Let your con-
versation be always full of 
grace, seasoned with salt, so 
that you may know how to an-
swer everyone.”  
 
Let us pray for our growth in 
faith and for our personal evan-
gelism; for conversational op-
portunities in the course of our 
day and for lost friends and fam-
ily members.  
 
 PRAYER:     Lord Jesus, Lord 
of the harvest, all around us are 
men and women, boys and girls 
who do not know you.  Have 
mercy on them and awaken us 
to their need. May we as a 
church, and as individuals, reach 
out to them in love and with the 
message of the Gospel. In the 
power of your Holy Spirit, may 
we do this in many right and 
appropriate ways. Make us a 
generous and open community , 
loving and serving both old 
friends and newcomers  so that 
Jesus may be glorified and 
many souls added to His King-
dom. Through Jesus Christ our 
Lord.  Amen  
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DECORATING FOR ADVENT 

The Altar Guild would like to 

invite you to participate in the 

decorating of the church for 

Advent, Nov. 26 at 9 a.m. 

Questions? Talk to Carole 

Vrshek. 

 

DINNER CLUB 

In November the Dinner Club 

will be going to Rocco's Little 

Italy Restaurant located at 7907 

W. 159th Street in Tinley Park. 

The date will be Saturday, No-

vember 22 at 5:00 p.m.  There 

is a menu for this restaurant on 

the bulletin board along with a 

sign-up sheet.  For more infor-

mation, please see Faith Schulz. 

 

75TH ANNIVERSARY 
November 9, 3 p.m. is the time 

for our celebratory communion 

worship service in grateful 

thanksgiving to God for bless-

ing Holy Cross with the minis-

try of grace for 75 years! Please 

join us for worship.  The ban-

quet will be held at 5 p.m. 

 

THANKSGIVING EVE 

WORSHIP 

Wednesday, Nov. 26, 7:30 p.m. 

Remembering the coming of Jesus Christ, the Son of God 
for us in Bethlehem, receiving His continual coming to us 
in love and grace through God’s Word and the Sacrament 
of Holy Communion, and anticipating His return again on 
the Last Day begins Sunday, Nov. 30 and with special mid-

week Advent worship Wednesdays, Dec. 3, 10 & 17. 

By Billie Salzman 

COMING 

EVENTS 



CHURCH COUNCIL MINUTE HIGHLITES 

September 8, 2014, 7:30 p.m. 

 
 The meeting opened with prayer. 

 Motion made and approved to accept the August minutes with corrections. 

 Thrivent will donate up to $1,000 towards the 75th Anniversary expenses. 

 The General Fund is not doing as well as it was earlier in the year. 

 The 75th Anniversary donations stand at $5995. 

 Motion was made and approved to accept the Treasurer’s report. 

 Motion was made and approved for Tom Griffin to call AAA snowplowing regarding the new contract and 

to see if “salt upon request” could be inserted. 

 50 people attended the church picnic. 

 Motion made and approved to hire a new part time church secretary.  A non-member, two 4 hour work 

days a week at $10 per hour with no benefits. 

 Adult Bible studies have started Sunday, Monday and Tuesday on the  subject of Stewardship.  Sunday 

School has started. 

 Ivy Bradley is the new Sunday School superintendent. 

 Sunday School teachers include Ivy Bradley, Theresa Boltz and Pam Rutkowski. 

 VBS program for 2015 was ordered. Joyce Ongstad is overseeing VBS with Pam and Barb. 

 Social Ministry– 20 families are coming to the once a month Tuesday Food Pantry.  Many people are com-

ing to the every Saturday Food Pantry.  35 people attended the Community Meal. 

 75th Anniversary tickets are available for $20 for those 5 years and older.  5 years and under are free. 

 The new carpeting for the church will be installed Oct. 6. 

 Motion was made and approved for the Food Pantry to use the Fellowship Hall on Saturdays. 

 Motion was made and approved to participate in Worth Township’s “Year Round School Supplies” for 

children in our area per the Township’s request.  A box for collecting the supplies will be put out. 

 Meeting adjourned at 9:30 p.m. with prayer. 

THE FOLLOWING ESTABLISHMENTS ARE REGULAR 

CONTRIBUTORS TO  HOLY CROSS’S COMMUNITY MEAL 

Demon  Dawgs 

Labriola Baking Company 

George’s Restaurant 

G&L Auto 

Walt’s Food (Tinly Park) 

Pappas Restaurant 

Family Dollar (111th St.) 

Please support these businesses. 

ELDERS SPONSORED FOOTBALL GAME 

Sunday, Nov. 23 at Noon in the Fellowship Hall & lunch provided. 

Watch the game projected life size between 

the Tampa Bay Bucaneers and the Chicago Bears 

All are invited. Sign up today! 
























